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EDITORJAL. 

As is so often the case, whilst searching Post Off ice Archives for one thing, a related but not 
specific nugget or two were discovered which are shared with members in this current issue. 

The only reasons for making this point are twofold. One gets the distinct impression collectors are 
not making füll use of the facilities offered and econdly, articles appearing in the pages of a number of 
journals suggest the few actually doing any research are hugging the information to themselves. If writing a 
book this could be understood but, even in that case, to drop a few of the discovered pearls on the pages of 
the philatelic and postal history journals will not come amiss. 

A further thought: having recently been engaged in editing someone eise 's work for publication, it 
was alarming to see how much unsourced speculation, most of it wrong, was to be found. 

Those Publishing a paper, pamphlet of book should remember the golden rule: 'It takes two minutes 
to get an error into print. It takes twenty years to get it out. ' . 
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GENERAL POST BRANCH OFFICES 

The generally accepted date for the Start of business by the General Post Branch Offices is 23rd. 
September. 1829., the date the General Post Office headquarters started operating in St. Martin's-le-Grand. 
The details of this move and, possibly, some reference to the Branch Offices are being sought in Post Office 
Records, without any definitive results thus far. 

Two reports relating to the newly established Branch Offices afford a glimpse into the impact of the 
opening of the Vere Street Branch Office. 

Post 42 relates to the precis reports or covering note from Freeling to the Post Master General. The 
füll report is in Post 40 and direct access is very restricted. Somewhat imperfect microfilm is available, 

Post 42 / 121 page 414 reference 825 I dated 10lh October, 1829 

My Cord, 

"The enclosed is an j/lpplicalion J'rom Mr 'Bowen ivlio liad a ^ceiving 'Box for 
C.eneral Post Metlers al Iiis house JV" :}ir> Oxford Street, which was orderod to he 
discontinued wlten the Brauch Office was opened in Vere Street. 

SThal application is Ixicked by the signalories of many inost respectahle persans in 
the Streets innnediately adjoining. 

I ordered the distance front -11 ~> Oxford Street to the Brauch Office to he ascertained 
and your Crace will see thal it does not exceed 2 Minales W alk . I know the Situation well 
and I should suppose it cannot e.xceed 250 yarcls. 

We have not been aclwated in any of the very few reductions of 'fy-ceivii igrj louses 
by any parsiinonious Jeeliiig an to expense, but it is a duty white we (a re) expending large 
sums for J 'arther acconiinodation to aveül oursehes ofevery fair and reasonable opportanity 
where we can, he the amount Utile or mach, and it nuist Ix remenihered thal llu (Brauch 
Offices afford inßnitely more acconiinodation than the fyreivingj louses. 

Wilder these circumstances the proper Offtcer is ofopinion thal the 'fcceivingj lause 
al, \" Oxford Street ought not to be reopened. 
as some of the (Petitioneis resicle in 'fcgcnt Street \ may add thal we have it now under 
consideration lo propose some transposilions in the neiglihourhood which will prolxthly 
afford a 'f^ cch ingj louse in tliat Street. 

yII which etc., etc. 

By way of comment, Feldman does not list 315 Oxford Street, or one in Regent Street, with the 
other General Post offices . Freeling uses the term %cewing 'Box' initially but concludes by calling it 
%cemngj louse'. The Post Office Directory for 1829 does show 315 Oxford Street; that for 1830 omits it. 
Freeling states the Branch Offices 'afford inßnitely more acconiinodation than the 'fcceiv ing J louses' but 
unfortunately misses the opportunely of detailing these. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* The dates for next year's meetings at the Union Jack Club have been * 
* booked BUT what do you want to have on the Programme? * 
* * 
* Please write betöre the end of the year with your suggestions. * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The next extract comes from the Post Master General Minutes, Post 35. 

Post 35 / 16 : Volume 34, page 559 reference 1103 Q dated 15"1 Februarv 1830 
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I (loiciibcd lo your (irace at ilio Board on Salarday litis vay unfoilunalo (ircumslancc <§ lliat I lind 
w rillen lo all LLI( 'Partien wltose f'clHrs ivon delayed incleed enclosed LLICM ander iny OWII cov-er. 

I Irasl llial wlial has been done will prevcnl a reoccunvna ofllie evii 
TIH pivsmiv al Ihr <ßruruh Ojfcxx is ahnosl lenijic - llie Clerks liave Ixen selecledfor iheir Sleadinesf 

and abililL/. 

THE TREATMENT, IN LONDON, OF ONACTIVE SERVICE MAIL 
FOR UK AND OVERSEAS (NON-EMPIRE DESTINATIONS) 

by Richard Stroud 

This article is a follow up to the query item about Boer War soldiers' mail having adhesives put on in 
London.[ Notebook 156, page 18 refers]. More research has evolved and is reprinted here from the pages of 

THE ANGLO-BOER WAR PHILATELIST, Volume 47. Number 3 September 2004, 
by kind permission of the Editor, through the good offices of Robert Johnson. 

On several occasions, reports have been made in the A WBP concerning the London Foreign Braach 
(of the General Post Office) applying adhesives to mail to make up the difference in postage on soldiers' 
letters going to, say, the United States or a European country, where only ld might have been paid in South 
Africa, or where "no stamps available " had been endorsed by the writer. How was the additional postage 
accountedfor by the Foreign Braach? 

A representative ränge of such Covers have now been identified in the Ken Griffith collection and, in 
addition, another three formed one lot in the initial Argyll Etkin auetion of Ken's material. All are 
addressed to UPU countries where a rate of 2'/2dper V2 oz would have applied. One has to remember UPU 
regulations demanded an adhesive to indicate prepayment so, without the correct rate, the addressee would 
have been chargedpostage due. Thus the London Foreign Braach applied a 2'/2d duty if the item was "no 
stamps available" or a l'/2d duty if the item were posted at the soldiers' ld concessionary rate. [Note that 
from 1 December, 1900, the staadard civil rate from South Africa to Empire destinations (other than 
Rhodesia, Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands) was reduced to ld per V2 oz. Previously the rate had 
been 2'/2d per V2 oz.] 

Extensive enquiries on the subject were made to members and non-members who might have been 
able to provide a lead to official files containing the procedures or Instructions for the Foreign Braach. 
Finally, Alistair Kenaedy remembered some notes which he had made some 25years previouslv from the 
Post Office Archives! There, although all were not necessarily verbatim, confirmed the postage would 
otherwise have been recoverable from the senders or addressees in respect of unpaid, or uaderpaid, mail 
from troops serviag at the front in South Africa should be charged to the War Office. It also confirms the 
practice ofadding postage stamps to uapaid/uaderpaid mail addressed to foreiga destinations. 

Alistair noted he had been intending to write an article on the treatment of such mail! With his 
notes and illustrations of items from Kea 's collection, this has not been done for him. I also thank Robert 
Johnson of Bristol for his help in trying to locate source material for me. 

1 Such reports have included December 2000 (Vol. 43, No.4. page 101 and December 1987 (Vol. 40. No. 4, pages 100/101 
2 Argyll Etkin Sale of 6 March 2003, Lot 381. 

INTRODUCTION 

The addition of a 2'/2d duty to a soldier's unpaid letter with, say, a European destination, stems from 
the practice in the early months of the war of the General Post Office and the colonial Post Offices 
collecting postage due on all such unpaid mail, irrespective of destination. This initial taxing took place as 
soon as soldiers at the front in South Africa began writing home and adhesives were not available at their 
unit. (Initially, no Army Post Office facilities even existed!) The mail was indicated unpaid at Cape Town -
with a "T" tax mark and postage due was calculated and collected at the destination country. Figure 1 
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Figurc I 

Three stampless and taxed Covers, all with DCFPO dalestamps, each with the "V tax instructional mark of Cape Town 

TOP Cover to Cape Town postmarked with the code 2 datestamp for FE 2 00. The ID postage-due handstamp was 
appliedat Cape Town.. There also a CHARGE CLERK datestamp on the reverse. 

CENTRE Cover to Durban postmarked with the code 3 datestamp for MR 14 00. The ld postage-due handstamp was 
applied at Durban. 

BOTTOM Cover to Dublin postmarked with the code 16 datestamp for DE 15 99. The lJ F.B. B postage-due handstamp 
was applied at London. 

The Cape and Natal usages are late as Instructions from London would not have reached those cotonies at that time. 

illustrates three such taxed Covers, one to Dublin, then part of the United Kingdom, one to Durban and one 
to Cape Town. 

The response of the British public and the newspapers was predictable and correcL Then, as now, 
the official mind set was to adhere blindly to current procedures. Then, as now, important aspects at the 
planning stages of a campaign had been overlooked. Then, as now. Government policy can be modified by 
public protest!. 

In the case of the taxed mail. communication on the subject began to flow between the War Office, the 

1 6 0 - 4 -



Treasury and the GPO. Much of what Alistair Kennedy located in the Post Office Archives was high level 

A D Y further communicutioo OA thii 
« b j e c t shouH be &ddr«urJ to— „ 

T b « Un<ter Secretary of S ö U , 

W . r Offic«, 

London, S.W, 

iod the fotiowiog'nanbn quotod. I 

War Office, 
London, S. W. 

l f l t F o b r u a r y , 1 9 0 0 . 
26/Gen.?Io./990. 

Sir, 

I an d l r e c t e d by the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 

War t o acqualnt you , f o r the I n f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 

Postmaater Oer.era l , tha t he has , w i t h t h e c o n c u r r e n c e 

of the Lords Coumlosi o n e r a o f Her V ' a j e e t y ' a T r e a s u r y , 

d e c i d e d tha t s o l d i e r o a c t u a l l y a e r v i n g a t the f r o n t 

dur ing the p r e a e n t m i l l t a r y O p e r a t i o n » i n Sou th A f r i c a 

a h a l l be a l l c r e d w l t h i n r e a a o n a b l e l l r a i t s t o s e n d l e t t e r s 

home f r e e of Charge , the p o a t a g e , wh i ch under e x i a t l n g 
* 

« r r a n c e t e n t « i s r e c o v e r a b l e f r o n t h e r e c e i v e r o f t h e 

l e t t e r , be lng d e b i t e d a g a i n a t A m y Fund » , and a l a o t h a t 

a a i m i l a r a r rangenen t a h a l l be n a d e i n t h e c a a e o r 

poa tage d e f l c l e n t on l e t t e r » s e n t f r o n the U n i t e d 

Kingdom t o the t r o o p a i n South A f r i c a . 

I i n a c c o r d i n g l y .to r e q u e a t t h a t » t e p s may 

be taken by your d e p a r t » £ n t t o a a c e r t a i n the r .unber 

o f l e t t e r a c f t h l s k i n d a r r l v i r . g o r g o i n g out by each 

m a l l , arai that you w i l l p r e f e r d u l y c e r t l f i e d C l a i m s 

p e r l o d i c a l l y on t h l a depar tment i n r e s p e c t o f auch 

l e t t e r a . 
1 a n , 

S i r , 
Your o b e d l e n t S e r v a n t , 

The S e c r e t a r y , 
G e n e r a l Poat O f f i c e . 

Figure 2 

Letter, dated Ist February 1900, from the Under Secretary of State, War Office, London, to tlie Secretary, General Post 
Office, whereby the postage on mail sent from the front free of charge should be debited against Armv Funds. 

communication between these departments in early 1900. The documents were contained in PKT 
117A/1900 (APO Arrangements, South Africa War 1899-1902). 

MAIL TO UK ADDRESSES 
Extracts from Departmental Correspondence. 

118/1/00 WAR OFFICE TO THE SECRETARY TO THE TREASURY, 
re letters posted unpaid and endorsed "no stamps available ". 
The Postmaster General should be informed so that steps may be taken for collecting from 
the addressees only the postage actually deficient. 
There is wide feeling that a soldier at the front should be allowed within reasonable limits 
to send letters home free of charge 
It is proposed to charge against Army Funds the postage recoverable under existing 
arrangements. 
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Figure 3 
Four starnpless and taxed Covers, each with the "V tax instruclional mark ofCape Town or Durban obliteredin London, 

and each by a different method. All with the LONDON FAID datestamp. 

TOP to BOTTOM 
Cover to Cornwall, postmarked JA 15 00, the tax mark obliterated by the obsolete A01 canceller of Jamaica 

Cover to Irelandfrom CHIEVELEY FE 14 00. the tax mark obliterated by a barred-circle FB handstamp 
Cover to Staffordshire, from CHIEVELEY FE 20 00, the tax mark obliterated by a grid handstamp. 

Cover to Surrey. from ESTCOURT AP 26 00, the tax mark obliterated by the LONDON FAID datestamp 

1/2/00 WAR OFFICE TO THE SECRETARY, GENERAL POST OFFICE 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for War to acquaint you, for the Information of the 
Postmaster General, that he has, with the concurrence of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty 's Treasury, decided that soldiers actually serving at the front during the present 
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military Operations in South Africa shall be allowed within reasonable limits to send letters 
homefree of Charge, the postage, which under existing arrangements is recoverable from 
the receiver of the letter, being debited against Army Funds, and also that a similar 
arrangement shall be made in the case of postage on letters sent from the United kingdom 
to the troops in South Africa. 
I am accordingly to request that steps may be taken by your department to ascertain the 
number of letters of this kind arriving or going out by each mail, and that you will prefer 
duly certified Claims periodically on this department in respect of such letters. 

Yours etc., E. Fleetwood Wilson 

The first paragraph of this letter is - yes - one sentence. You will need to re-read it to obtain the 
sense of the content. In the second paragraph - also one sentence - the archaic use of "prefer" is typical 
official usage. How much easier to have used the verb "present", or could it have been mistyped originally? 
See Figure 2 for the complete letter. 

14/2/00 INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE GENERAL POST OFFICE TO 
POSTMASTERS AT LIVERPOOL AND PLYMOUTH 

Anypaid or insufficiently prepaid letters or postcards reachingyour offices from the troops 
in South Africa or from transports to or from that country should be impressed with the 
PAID stamp and be sent out for delivery free of charge. Report to London Postal Services 
the numbers and rates of postage due. Any cash received with such mails to be deducted 
from the claim made against the War Office. 

Figure 3 illustrates four Covers on which the LONDON PAID handstamp has been applied (always 
in red), with each cover having a different treatment in the way any postage due mark has been deleted. The 
most common method was to obliterate the tax mark with the barred circle FB handstamp or, occasionally, 
with a handstamp having a grid of obliterating squares. For a period, the old barred oval A01 cancel of 
Kingston Jamaica (which had been withdrawn by 1877, not being shown in that year 's list of British Post 
Office Numbers3) was brought back into use, in London, for the purpose of obliterating tax marks on the 
unpaid mail. 

1 British Post Office Numbers 1833 - 1906 by G. Brummel. published by R.C. Alcock 

MAIL TO OVERSEAS ADDRESSES 
Extracts from Departmental Correspondence 

File 10 (21/2//00) REPLY FROM GENERAL POST OFFICE LONDON TO CANADA 
re unpaid letters 

Cases have arisen in which letters from the Forces have reached this Department with 
remittances, and Instructions were given for them to be marked here Official Paid if 
addressed to the UK or a British Colony, or to have postage stamps affixed ifaddressed to a 
foreign country. 
There is no objection to Canada foregoing collection of postage on unpaid letters addressed 
to Canada. 

There are three points to note here. 

The first is that some letters had reached the GPO with remittances. Presumably such remittances 
were for unpaid postage. Have any such Official Paid items been recorded? 

The second is that postage stamps were affixed ifaddressed to a foreign country. It is the pointer to 
the practice of affixing a 2V4d or l'/zd adhesive to an unpaid or underpaid letter, so that the correcl rate was 
on the item before it was forwarded to the foreign country of its address. 
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Figures 4 and 5 illustrate two unpaid Covers from South Africa, one to Portugal and one to New 
Jersey, U.S.A., each with an added 2Vkl duty applied and cancelled in London. 

Figure 6 illustrates two items pre-paid at the ld rate from South Africa, one to France and one to 
New York, U.S.A., each with an added lVkl applied and cancelled in London. 

The third point of the letter from the GPO to the Canadian Post Off ice raises no objection to Canada 
foregoing collection of unpaid letters addressed to that country. This obviously applies to mail from the 
initial Canadian Contingents. 

IRREGULARITIES IN APPLYING T H E 2V2d DUTY 

One can credit the London postal authorities with good common sense in the cover of Figure 7 
(page 10 ).This in contrast to an "OAS" cover from Kimberly 20 JY 01, debited to War Off ice funds in 
London as PAID, has a 2'/2d duty applied in London when it was reposted for forwarding to France. In this 
case the War Office was debited with a total of 3'/2d - good business for the Post Office. 

However, Figure 8 (page 10) can only be considered an error of handling. This is an unpaid cover 
(perhaps civilian rather than military) from Pretoria 28 SEP 00 to Nottingham. The cover was Taxed in 
Pretoria and either should have been treated as a normal postage due item in London or be considered as 
PAID. However, a 2V2d duty (LONDON OC 19 00) cancellation was applied, the tax mark deleted and the 
cover forwarded to Nottingham. 

Figure 4 

Stampless cover, postmarked with the 
DC:FPO code 16 datestamp for JY 14 00, 

from an ofßcer in the 5th Regiment Imperial 
Yeomanry to a relation in the USA. 

2'/2d duty added in London, and debited 
against War Office funds, and cancelled 

AU 11 00. Arrival on reverse. 

Stampless "OAS" cover, 
postmarked NEWCASTLE 

NATAL 5 JU 1900 
to Portugal. 

Countersigned with a 
handstamped cachel of the 
adjutant Natal Cabineers 

2'/:d duty added in London, 
and debited against War 

Office funds. and cancelled 
JY 3 00. Arrival on reverse. 
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Figure 6 

wo ilems pre-paid at the Id rate from South Africa, one to France and one to New York. USA. each with an added / 'Ad 
dutv applied and cancelled in London. 

TOP: Cover with a ld V.R./. ZAR cancelled KRUGERSDORP 19 NO 00. transferred to the APO (DCFPO code 17 for 
VO 20 00). with an added 1 'Ad duty applied and cancelled in London (DE 14 00) and debited against War Office funds 

KOTTOM: ld pink po.Ual-stationeryfront with DCFPO code 25 for NO 11 00. with an added 1'Ad duty applied and 
cancelled in London (DE 15 00) and debited against War Office funds. 

GENERAL FORWARDING TO OVERSEAS ADDRESSES 

There are Covers from South Africa forwarded from the UK to overseas destinations which do not 
have any connection with the handling on unpaid / underpaid mail in London. These arise from general 
forwarding by the public and have additional stamps added to make up the correct 2Vzd rate. Figure 9 (page 
11) illustrates two such covers. Although they are nominally outside the scope of this article, they are 
included so that readers are aware of the difference. 

OTHER DEBITS OF POSTAGE AGAINST WAS OFFICE FUNDS. 

An interesting example of debiting War Office funds with the registration fee and postage on 
returning deceased soldiers' effects is given by Peter Prime4 He cites a letter from Lt. Col. J. Greer, the 
Director of Army Postal Services, Cape Town, to the Secretary of the GPO London. This, dated 16 May 
1900, reads: 

The Secretary, 
General Post Office, 
London. 

On the 1 Ith instant [i.e. 11 May 1900], the General Officer Commanding the Lines of 
Communication in Natal telegraphed to know if the Queen 's Chocolate Boxes belonging to 
deceased soldiers might be sent home to their relations in free registered letter packets. I 
replied in the affirmative as, notwithstanding the small loss in revenue, Ifeit convinced that 
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An "OAS" cover from Kimherley 
20 JY Ol, 

debited to YVar Office funds in 
London as PAID, with a 2'/;d duty 

applied in London when it was 
reposted for forwarding to France. 

In this case the War Office was 
debited a total of 3 '/)d on this item. 

Figure 8 

An error ofhandling. 
A stampiess cover from Pretoria 

28 SEP 00 to Nottingham. 

The cover was taxed in Pretoria and 
either should have been treated as a 
normal postage-due item in London, 

or be considered as PAID. However, 
a 2'/zdduty (LONDON OC 19 00) 

was applied, the tax mark deleted and 
the cover forwarded to Nottingham! 

Figure 7 

C / ^ o 

the Postmaster General would approve of this course. The majority of the packets will I 
presume be sent home by the next two mails 

Lt Col J Greer, 

Director ofArmy Postal Services 
A m a n u s c r i p t m i n u t e a p p e n d e d to t h i s l e t t e r is to M r J . C . B a d c o c k , C o n t r o l l e r of t h e L o n d o n P o s t a l 

S e r v i c e s . T h e m i n u t e is i n i t i a l l ed A G S 5 . 6 . 0 0 a n d s ta tes : 

The postage should be debited to the War Office in the normal manner. 

T h e t e r m i n o l o g y in the normal manner i m p l i e s tha t , b y J u n e 1 9 0 0 , t he p r a c t i c e of d e b i t i n g W a r e 
O f f i c e f u n d s w i t h p o s t a g e o n u n p a i d ma i l w a s c o m m o n p l a c e 

4 British Army Postal Cancellations of the Anglo-Boer war 1899 to 1902, page 94. Peter Prime. Published ABWPS 2003 ISBN 0 
90138 09 1. 

[figure 9 appears on the following page] 
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Figure 9 

General forwarding by the public. Two Covers with additionalstamps added to make up the correct 2'/;d rate for 
forwarding overseas - one to Swtizerland and to Austria. 

TOP: Cover with an OFS V. R.l ld cancelled with a DCFPO code 58 for SP 12 Ol correctly delivered to a Dorchester 
address, but then forwarded to Switzerland. A ldanda 'Ad added locally uponforwarding 

BOTTOM: Cover with a GR QV ld lilac cancelled with a DCFPO code 31 for JU 12 Ol correcdv delivered to a London 
address, but then forwarded to Austria. Three x </id added locally upon forwarding. 

LONDON MARITIME MAIL : INDIA SOLDIERS' LETTERS 

The files of catalogues from the major auction houses held by the National Philatelie Society 
Library have been scrutinised to determine comparative numbers , of the India Soldier 7 and 7a. Over thirty 
years of auction lots yielded several reputed examples of 7a but, when illustrated, proved to be In. Sol. 7. 
This may be due to a mix up in the of numbering to the examples provided by Alan Robertson, the same 
I l lus t ra t ion is used for both types, with 7a repeating the illustration for 7, see below. When producing 
Robertson Revised, Colin Tabeart gave the same date ränge for both with a suitable caveat. 

Um 
I n . So l . 7 I 

3 
< = > d — t i ? 

I n . Sol. 7 a . I n . S o l . 7 

The illustrations 
on the ieft and 
in the centre 

should be titled 
In.Soi. 7 

The one on the 
right should be 
titled In.Sol. 7a 

The conclusion had to be there were NO verifiable examples of the second type. 

To digress slightly, the need for such a rate : Martin Willcocks was of the opinion the stamp was 
connected with the new P. & O. Contract of 1841. However, the 4d rate for Soldiers and sailors was enacted 
1/9/40 (3 & 4 Vic. c. 96) and David Robinson links to stamp to that event. It appears, therefore, the only 
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recorded example of this stamp is on a front from Hong Kong and that actually shown by Robertson This 
came up for auction at Cavendish on the 23rd September, 2004, with the following description: 

Enlarged photocopy 

360 HONG KONG P.O. "ARMS" MARK IN COMBINATION WITH THE RARE 
LONDON "SOLDIERS & SEAMENS LETTER / BY SHIP / 4" MARK. The famous 
c. Aug. 1843 front addressed to Ireland, headed & countersigned for the Soldier 's 
Concession Rate for a Private Mooney of the "18th Royal Irish Regiment" having a 
very fine (for this) red oval "HONG KONG POST OFFICE (Arms)" mark in red 
beside a very fine strike of the equally rare London circular "SOLDIERS & 
SEAMENS LETTER / 4 / BY SHIP" mark, along with a very fine 22 Nov 1843 
London arrival "PAID" Tombstone d.s. and a cancelled manuscript "2/8" charge 
This famous item - the only such combination of the Hong Kong "Arms" mark with a 
Concession Rate charge of which we are aware - is illustrated in Lobeli & Hopkins 
(1949; pl-6), Webb (1961: pl.12), Robertson (1960; p,188B) and Scamp (p.181). The 
fragment of the Contents gives a fascinating glimpse of what must have been an 
important Campaign Letter; "..ong Kong. Dear Mother...on our arrival {*>at 
Njankiin we were greatly [?suprised to find a flag] o truce flying on its[?walls] 

The estimate was £500: the hammer price £2,200 

THE GENERAL POST OFFICE AT ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND 

The opening for business of the General Post Off ice in St. Martin's-le-Grand and the great 
conce rns this occas ioned for Franc is Free l ing and the Post O f f i c e h ierarchy is very clear ly s h o w n 
f r o m t w o abstracts f r o m Post O f f i c e Records , Post 42, v o l u m e 121. It is necessary to r e m e m b e r Post 
42 is mere ly a copy of the report writ ten by Francis Free l ing , subjec t to clerical c o p y i n g er rors and 
of course , lacking any addi t ional papers wh ich were in the original report . 

160- 12 -

User
Highlight



Number 778 dated 24 Sept 1829 

A lij ford, 

I liavc the satisfaclioti lo State Jbr your Gracc's infoni Kilian llial hy the united 
extraordinaiy efforis <§• oxortions of evety Officer $ pomon in the Öepailmenl, wo sueeeeded 
in (/[(Clinda dcliveiy oflcttcrs yeslerday Mon üi ig cot isiderably oariier tlian usual. 

The four acccleralor caniagcs answered our mos! sanguine expcctatioiis, 4' the Tellers at iht 
West End oftlu -Town were ddivered aboi.il one liour eaiiier tlian usual. 

The great prent 4' difßcalty weis in llie t'vening ; 4' nothing ean deseiibe the anxiety <f- the 
eagemefs of all, front the superior OJjicers down to the lowest Sorter, Messenger, 4~ Teller 
Canicr-1 never witnefsed anything lo comparc with iL 

•The new positions ofall the Stampfl ig, •Solling Rabies, ßoxes, <§Y-, 4' the necefsity of making 
upwards of 200 eoiresponding alterations in the sorting, botli in the Inland -.N'ewspaper 
OJjices, rendered the wholr proeeecling of a most anxious 4' arduous not LUV -

Jlappily as tlu (lock straek t'ighl, iliefirsl Mail Coach was despatched 4' the whole ofllieni 
wc.iv clcaroflhc 'Post Offices Tremises hy 12 Minute past <S' eacli Coach despatched amidst 
the acclaniations oftlu Mnltitude which consisted of at least 10,000 persons. 

//Ii the tinie I congratulate your Grace on tIiis Jonunate comnu ncement I cannot disguist 
my apprehension that niany Tellers 4' • \ewspapers may have been mifseilt <§• will Contimit 
10 be mifsent until all are niotv convorsanl with the new Machineiy 4~ airangements; <•$• 
mach as I may ivgrct any individuell incoiwonienc.es, I am convinced that no luiman eure 
could guard against it, 4' that no real blamc orccnsurc can altach lo any -

11 will be my duty in a J'ew days to submit to your Grace the proprio!y (I may almost tonn 
it, (öuty ) of you exprefsing to the OJjicers <fr- your marked appmlxilion oj tho cordial 
co-operation, which they have manifested on tlu occasion. 

Jlll which 4r 4r 

On the 29,h September Freeling wrote another report to the Post Master General, It contains 
referenees to the workload and difficulties encountered with the expectation he, Freeling, will soon be able 
to offer answers. 

Number 791 29 Sept 1829 

My Xord 

yeslerday was a day of mach anxiety lo mysclf 4~ the ylfsislant -Secretary botli in tlu 
Morning 4' Tvening. 

Ii is unnoccfsary to toll your Grace tluil liiert are niany mon Tellers reeeived 4• sent front 
Tgndon on Monclays llian on any otherdays. 

tvciy Ofjicerwas summoned <*; hy the greatest exertions the Tellers oftlu- Morning were in a 
com:sc oj delivery mach sooncr llian could have been rcasonably oxpeclcd - vi~. - half an 

houreaiiier llian last Monday front tlu- Old <Posl Office. 

The .s'(unc cffoflH ivwc afforded lo lh( inoiv h~Ljiu<>~ f^ud^s of /IM frvotuiitr, in ih(•> hopo of 
dcspatching the Mail Coachcs al HO'Clock procisely - liiere were 40,(m Tcss 4• not lefs llian 
•12,104 • \ewspapers dispatched - I Was apprehensive several times in tlu course of tlu 
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tvening llial wo sltould not hcwe acconiplislied of our objoct, but by the united $ unromitted 
labois of the Offteers <§\ \ewspapers Sonors, the 'Bags wero all out of tlw Inland Offne by H 
O'Clock 4' the (darhos in motion front I to 0 Minutes past - H - <§• I considor the wltolo as 
liighly oreditable to all ongaged in the Service. 

Wo aro promoting as well as extreme prefsure will onablo us many airangements 
i lecefsaiy to the coiwenience o f ) Iis Majesty's C-ovemnient to the further advantage of l he 
Metropolis, ßll theso will bo detailed us soon as wo aro enabled to bring then into shape. 
tlioy inust of noeofsity be attendod with txponse. 

77 ic great clifßcully wo have to attend with is tlio lato hour at which the Mafs oj the 
, S'ewspapers find their was now into the Office 4' the veiy lato tiine at which the fettei* front 
tlio Public OJßces at the West tnd of the Town aro brouglit up - tliis inust bo subject of 
consideration as SOOII as pofsiblo 4' I hope to ejfect sot nething to allemale it. 

ylll which c)c^c ./•./• 

By way of additional informat ion, f rom the Es tab l i shment Book for 1830 (Post 59/34, page 
63), a brief note of the number of General Post Receiving Houses , the salaries and duties. 

61 

f 4 £ 25 p.a. 

1 24 

h 20 

i 18 
15 

/ l 8 14 
f 9 12 
U 8 10 

Specißcatioi i of'öutios 

The fetter 'Boxes aro opened every morning and closo at o PM. -The 'faeeivers tako charge of 
all Poliers ancl <Newspapers put into their Boxes, reeewo tlio 'ftcites of tliose which at 'Pos' 
'Pakt, niaking up an ylccount of the sanie on a 'Bill, whicli together with tlio Monoy, the 
'Unpaid Petters, Franks 4' < Newspapers aro senl to the Post Office every evening in a soaled 
bag 

From the research provided by J.W.A. Lowder (started work in the post office as a Bag Messenger, 
retired in 1982 as an Assistant Superintendent) when writing of the changes made in 1834. follnwing the 
closure of the Gerrard Street office, provides this interesting nugget: 

ylll Conoral Post Caniers, bofore leamng the pontbard Street Chief Office, had a printed card 
lianded to tliom on which wore entered the conimenceinent tiines of the delwory and tlioy 
were responsable for going to the nearost cewer at tlio end of their delwory to bo signod o f f . 
Tito cards wen lianded in the next day. 

UNDATED RECEIVING HOUSE STAMPS 

Paul Davey had a query. A very nice example of the BRIXTON / ACRE LANE circular framed 
Receiving House mark, dark black-blue on a cover dated July 30 1858 had been purchased but no record 
could be found. It so happens his cover extended the recorded date of use by some four months and came as 
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a reminder that L.P.H.G. are hoping to produce a detailed record of this interesting group during the winter 
months. 

Please take the opportunity in the next few weeks, to report any of these undated stamps which have 
come your way in the past year or so and which you have not already reported to the Editor. 

Many thanks. 

SUBURBAN CHARGE AND EXPLANATORY MARKS 
Peter Bathe 

In Notebook 155, Andrew Ford says it is difficult to determine if a füll set of charge marks were 
lssued to each office. Sometimes, however, at least some of the marks appear in the proof books. Alf Kirk 
reported proof book entries for "sets" (not necessarily füll sets) of such stamps issued to Camberwell (April 
1884) and Rotherhithe (October 1884) in his excellent series of "village" postal histories published in 
Notebook over the years. His searches through the proof books also turned up occasional issues or one or 
two stamps for these places and for others such as Walworth, Peckham and Dulwich. 

A trawl through back issues of Notebook revealed, however, apart from Alf Kirk's work, there have 
been only a few reports of suburban charge and explanatory marks. The following notes are intended to add 
to the record charge and explanatory marks used at one suburban office, Woolwich. 

In 1875, Woolwich was taken out of London Control and became a provincial head office in its own 
right. It was then allocated the office number 264 and a series of charge and explanatory marks using that 
number were later issued to Woolwich. 

In 1878, a T-boxed "More to pay / above _ oz" stamp was issued and is known used in 1883 (Fig. 1) 
This is on a cover posted at Welling (one of the dependent offices in the Woolwich District) and although 
the adhesive was cancelled with the 386 barred oval of Welling, the surcharging stamps were applied at 
Woolwich. 

E R M A J E S T Y ' S ~ 
— 1 — 

Fig 1 

In 1882, Woolwich received a large number of stamps, including 10 T-boxed marks all with the 
office number 264. The proof book entry is shown in Fig. 2, No examples of any of these stamps have so far 
been recorded. although there appears to have been a call for them as, in 1918, there was a new issue of the 
"Address contrary to rule" and the "Closed contrary / to Regulation" stamps. Presumably the Originals had 
either become lost or damaged - it is unlikely demand for these particular stamps was two were needed 
simultaneously. 
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~U7T 

Con1 a i n s a c c u n m i i n i c a t i n n l 
of t h e n a I u r e o f a L e t t e r | 

1 A M J 

Of t h e n a t u r e 
of a Letter 

C l o s e d c o u t r a r y 
t o r o g u l a t i o n s 

\2C4i 

/ i c r / . r f / c / \ 
ü 

F o u n d o p u n a n d 
r c s e a l c d a t W o o l v a e h 

F o u n d a t "Wo nl w i e h l 
w i t h o u t C o n t e n t s ] 

F o u n d a t W o o l v d d i 
w i t h o u t a c o v e r 

r V o l i i b i t c t l c n c l o s u r e 
" 

F i r m n o t l i i u w n 
\ 2 G j j 

" N o t c a l l t - d f o r ] 
12 6 4] 

C o n t r a r y t o r e ^ u l a t i o n s ] 
— n 2 ( M f 

( A d d r e s s v a r v t u r u l e l 
U L L Ü r ' 

G o n e l S ' o a d d r e s s 
12G4I '~~ 

\ T o t t o ~ h e t o u n c l 
0 G 4; 

Fig 2 
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At the same time, a replacement for the "More to pay..." stamp was also issued, this time without 
the horizontal dividing line and a more regulär spacing between the words for the first time (Fig. 3). 

M o r e t o p a j 

a b o V C . . O Z S 

| 2 G 4 | — 1 

M o r e t o p a j 

a b o V C . . O Z S 

| 2 G 4 | — 1 

f C J o s c d r 
> r , '.ri; l 

o r . t r a r y l 
i ' t i i ' , 1 

M o r e t o p a j 

a b o V C . . O Z S 

| 2 G 4 | — 1 

; 

JAcidii s s c - T n ' . m r 
•! • • 1 

I 

y* t o r a l e 
U J W j 

4B-
TO PAY 
2 6 4 F i g 4 

F i g 3 

Interestingly, these 1918 replacements continued to include Woolwich's old provincial series 
number, 264, even though the off ice had been returned to the control of the SEDO in 1913. A 4D TO PAY 
stamp was also issued in 1918, again with the 253 number (Fig. 4). 

One stamp not yet found in the proof books is a "Liable to Letter Rate / 264" mark (Fig. 5) although 
at least four examples of this mark are known in and around 1906. The example illustrated is on a postcard 
with a newspaper cutting pasted to the picture: a postcard with glitter on the front attracted the same 
treatment!. 

P O S T c ! 
FOR JKtANF POPTAGt OKIY " 

Tb* IMJ t* swcC (or CocuiluiMUH 1 

- W ^ , ^ 

•nie A 

/ A ^ ^ S u L Ar -

— - ¥ fa ^ ^ 

F i g 5 

The large 1D stamp seen in Fig. 1 and Fig. 5 (and with the other known uses of the Liable to Letter 
Rate stamp) was applied at Woolwich. 1t is clearly identified by the score across the 1, visible in both the 
1883 and 1906 examples. This is probably an old stamp. Prior to then such stamps rarely had the penny 
symbol and, during the 1870s, such stamps were issued with the 
office number included. y j y 

Woolwich eventually allocated 16 in the London series / — 
and at least one new Charge stamp had been issued to the office TO PAY 
with the number by 1925 (Fig. 6). I ß Fig 6 ( " i m p r o v e d " ) 

Later examples include (1968) a boxed "To pay posted 
unpaid" with the Woolwich sub district number SE18 Fig. 7) and an anonymous "More to pay...rate / 
above...oz" and used 10 years later (Fig. 7). Although there is no indication of the office of use incorporated 
in this stamp, as it appears on a cover posted in SEI8 to an address in SEI8, it can safely be assumed to 
have been used in SEI8 . The postage dues have been cancelled with a Woolwich steel double circle in red. 
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INLAND OFFICE DIAMOND: DATE EXTENSION 
A page f r o m the col lect ion of M a t t h e w T o o m e y 

Mulready lettersheet with 1844 
Inland Office Horizontal Diamond Cancellation No 10 
London to Leith 18th May 1844 (extension by 10 davs ofdate ofknown use 

as reported in LPHG Handbook no. 12). 

Lettersheet is A66 Forme 3 (Ist series) 

This mulready lettersheet is dated 18th May 1844 and was 
posted to the publishers J.S. Virtue & Co. in Leith. It was 
posted at Lombard Street Branch Office of the General Post 
(Chief office of the inland branch). Lombard Street was the 
busiest of the branch offices. Branch offices did not obliterate 
and there is a faint strike of A&H 72 used as a date stamp on 
the reverse of the lettersheet. The letter would them have trav-
elled to St Martins Le Grand Inland Chief Office, where it 
was cancelled with the horizontal diamond The numbers in 
the diamonds were generally for stamper identification pur-
poses, that is each man drew a stamp, made an impression or 
otherwise recorded the number with his name. 

At Martins Le Grand circa 1837 
Opened 23rd September 1829 

The letter travelled on to Leith (the port 
of Edinburgh) where it was received on 
20th May 1844 in the morning. 

A&H 72 and 
Wilcocks and 
Jay type 46 
known from 
18.01.34 to 

25.4.57 

Lombard Street date stamp 
18 MY1844 and Leith date 
stamp A&H 517MAY 20 
1844 M (Mornins Dutv) 

Inland Office Horizontal 
Diamond (10) cancellation 

Referencel O.A 
LPHG Hand-
book 12. (Known 
28th May 1844 
to July 1850) 

Branch Offices opened in 1829 in Borough, 
Charing Cross,Vere Street and Lombard Street. 

160 - 19 -



SERVICE SUSPENDED 

Robert I Johnson 

Pos t Office St r ikes 

Parce l Pos t in London 

J a n u a r y 1962 

Main feature 

The Times reported on the 1 J a n u a i y 1962 that the parcel post had 
stopped in London. Postal workers were on a work to rule. Some parcels 
were diverted to the railways on the 15* J a n u a i y 1962. London had too 
many parcels to cope with and, as in this case, the Post Office suspended 
the parcel service into London. 

Notes 

The dispute was over a pay claim and went on into February and March 1962. An 
award with back pay was agreed with the Government in May 1962. 
There was another dispute in November 1962 which had the same effect. 
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